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Vessel Tonnage Tax per Unit and Computation Method 
 
The Vessel Tonnage Tax is base on quantity by applying the proper tax amount per unit of quantity 
that is determined in line with the type of the taxable vessels, net tonnage and relevant rules. The table 
of tax amount per unit is as follows: 

The table of Vessel Tonnage Tax amount per unit 

Type of vessel Net tonnage 
Normal tax amount 
per unit (yuan/ton) 

Preferential amount 
per unit (yuan/ton) 

Motored vessels 
(including ships, 

steamship, tugboat) 

Under 500 tons 
501-1500 tons 

1501-3000 tons 
3001-10000 tons 
Over 10000 tons 

3.15 
4.65 
7.05 
8.10 
9.30 

1.50 
2025 
3.45 
3.90 
4.65 

2.25 
3.30 
4.95 
5.85 
6.60 

1.2 
1.65 
2.55 
3.00 
3.30 

Non-motored vessels 
(including man-power 

vessels, barges and 
sailing boats) 

Under 30 tons 
31-150 tons 

Over 151 tons 

1.5 
1.65 
2.10 

0.60 
0.90 
1.05 

1.05 
1.35 
1.50 

0.45 
0.60 
0.90 

 
The preferential treatment is given to the taxable vessels whose national country has concluded 
most-favored nation convention or treaty with China for the tax and charges on vessels. Otherwise, the 
normal tax amount per unit shall apply. At present, there are 63 countries and regions eligible for the 
preferential treatment, including China’s Hong Kong and Macao. 
 
The formula for computing the tax payable is: 
 
Tax payable = Net tonnage of taxable vessels * applicable amount of tax per unit 
 
In case that the chief of the vessels has paid the tax several times due to unawareness of the relevant 
rules and that the tax is wrongly collected or neglected, the Customs may handle the tax rebate or 
payment within one year by showing the valid documents. 


